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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Aortic Symposium 2012 is a two-day symposium
focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of aortic aneurysms and dissections. The faculty consists
of world leaders in this field who have been invited to share
their experience regarding difficult problems in aortic
disease.
PROGRAM FORMAT
The Aortic Symposium 2012 will primarily feature faculty
presentations of original work and ‘‘how I do it’’ videos.
Manuscripts and Videos selected from submitted abstracts
will comprise the balance of the program andmay be consid-
ered for publication in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery. Accepted presentations will be available
on the Presentation on Demand (POD) System, a network
of computer stations distributed throughout the meeting
area that permits attendees to review PowerPoint and Video
presentations on demand.
The preliminary program can be viewed online at http://
www.aats.org/aortic/Program.html.
TARGETAUDIENCE
This conference is designed to meet the educational needs
of cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, residents, perfu-
sionists, ICU and OR nurses, and those involved with the
care of individuals with aortic disease.
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credits.996 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurgAATS 92nd Annual Meeting
(Immediately following the Aortic Symposium 2012 in
New York, NY)
April 28–May 2, 2012
Moscone West Convention Center
San Francisco, CA
In addition to the outstanding education offered at the Satur-
day and Sunday symposia, plenary and simultaneous ses-
sions, and other courses, AATS Annual Meeting attendees
are encouraged to take advantage of the other offerings in-
cluding:
CT ICU of the Future
Sunday, April 29, 2012–Tuesday,May 1, 2012, on the Ex-
hibit Hall Floor
The continuing evolution of ICU technology and the in-
creased complexity of CVT Critical Care challenge CT sur-
geons to keep current on new technologies. AATS attendees
will be able to see firsthand what the future holds for cardio-
thoracic surgical critical care at the ICU of the Future
display.
Located in the Exhibit Hall between the Cardiac and Gen-
eral Thoracic Operating Rooms of the Future, the CT
ICU of the Future will showcase the newest equipment
and the latest technological advances in imaging, ad-
vanced information technology, and critical care medicine
used in cardiothoracic surgical critical care. New for
2012, the ICU of the Future display will feature two
patient rooms highlighting two different patient scenar-
ios—one will be a high acuity room, the other a more
‘‘standard’’ ICU room. Be sure to stop by while the
Exhibit Hall is open from Sunday, April 29th through
Tuesday, May 1st.
Project Advisors:
Nevin M. Katz, MD
Associate Professor of Surgery
Division of Cardiac Surgery, Johns Hopkins University
Paul Frisch, PhD
Chief of Biomechanical Engineering
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
OPERATING ROOMS OF THE FUTURE: HYBRID
TECHNOLOGIES
Sunday, April 29, 2012–Tuesday, May 1, 2012, on the
Exhibit Hall Floor
Stop by the display to learn what 21st century operating
rooms offer to the specialty of thoracic surgery.
BUILDING THE HYBRID OR OF THE FUTURE:
A Practical Approach How to Take Your Ideas and Con-
cepts and Make Them a Reality
Monday, April 30, 2012
1:00 PM–4:30 PMery c April 2012
AnnouncementsThe Hybrid OR of the Future program will give at-
tendees, who are thinking about building a hybrid OR in
their hospitals, real life examples of what works and
what doesn’t. The program will provide participants with
a business approach to this type of project along with
a real ‘‘nuts’’ and ‘‘bolts’’ discussion of what they need
to do to get their projects off the ground and prepare the
surgical community to take the lead in the design, selec-
tion, and implementation of the surgical environment in
their hospitals.
Target Audience:
 Hospital C-Suite Executives (CEO, CFO, COO, CMO)
 Thoracic Surgeon Leaders
 Directors of Surgery, Operating Room, Materials
 Management/Purchasing, and Facilities
 Nursing Leadership
For the full program listing, please visit www.aats.org/annu-
almeeting.
TCT @ AATS: Transcatheter Therapy and Collabora-
tion: Defining Our Future
Wednesday, May 2, 2012
11:00 AM–2:00 PM
Chairs: A. Marc Gillinov, MD, Cleveland Clinic
Mathew R. Williams, MD, Columbia University
Don’t miss the newly added program ‘‘TCT @ AATS:
Transcatheter Therapy and Collaboration: Defining our Fu-
ture.’’ The session will provide valuable data and training on
advancements in surgical techniques, such as lesser-invasive
approaches, robotics, novel valves and repair procedures,
use of intraoperative imaging, novel devices, and optimal
pharmacotherapy, in order to improve outcomes for patients
undergoing cardiac surgery. With the expansion of hybrid
surgical and interventional revascularization for coronary ar-
tery disease and the growing use of endografts as primary
therapy for aortic aneurysms, the contemporary surgeon
has never had more options available for the treatment of pa-
tients with cardiovascular disease. The TCT@ AATS ses-
sion is an in-depth course focusing on novel and advanced
surgical techniques for surgeons interested in the most con-
temporary surgical techniques and catheter-based ap-
proaches.
Presentations on Demand (POD) Digital Media Display
Kiosks
Sunday, April 29, 2012–Tuesday,May 1, 2012, on the Ex-
hibit Hall Floor
Access even more cutting-edge research via the POD digital
media display kiosks located on the Exhibit Hall Floor. The
kiosks feature more than 50 electronic presentations and
videos in the areas of adult cardiac, congenital and general
thoracic.The Journal of Thoracic and CaMobile Application
An interactive, electronic versionof the programwill be avail-
able for download via the AATSWeb site as well as on site at
the Annual Meeting. It allows for searching of program
topics, faculty, exhibitors, social functions, San Francisco in-
formation, andmore. The mobile application will work on all
iPhones, iPads, Androids, and BlackBerries. A mobile-opti-
mized Web site will be available for other platforms.
It’s not too late! Reserve your space at the AATS Annual
Meeting, register for Saturday and Sunday symposia, and
secure your spot for TCT @ AATS at http://www.aats.
org/annualmeeting/Registration.html.
Target Audience
The AATS Annual Meeting is specifically designed to meet
the educational needs of:
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties including Cardiology,
Cardiothoracic Anesthesia, Critical Care, Gastroenter-
ology, Pulmonology, Radiology, Thoracic Oncology,
and Vascular Surgery
 Critical Care Teams including Anesthesiologists, Crit-
ical Care Nurses, Hospitalists, and Interventionalists
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Allied Health Professionals involved in the care of car-
diothoracic surgical patients including Nurses, Nurse
Practitioners, Perfusionists, Physician Assistants, and
Surgical Assistants
 Medical students with an interest in cardiothoracic
surgery.
AATS Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery designates
this live activity for a maximum of 37AMAPRACategory 1
Credits. Physicians should claim only the credit commen-
surate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
This programwill be submitted to the American Academy of
Nurse Practitioners for continuing education credit.
Conference organizers plan to request AAPA Category I
CME credit from the Physician Assistant Review Panel.
Total number of approved credits yet to be determined.
For further information on the Annual Meeting, please
contact AATS at:
Telephone:þ1 (978) 927-8330
E-mail: meetings@aats.orgrdiovascular Surgery c Volume 143, Number 4 997
